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Discussion questions 
1. What are the challenges facing U.S. start-up businesses? 
2. What is the important difference between small businesses and new businesses as these 

organizations impact the U.S. labor market? 
3. Traditionally, what sources of capital have entrepreneurs relied on to finance their new business 

ventures? 
4. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2006, what was the significance of the 870,000 

new businesses established that year? 
5. What has happened to the balance between business start-ups and business failures recently? 

How may this impact the U.S. economy? 

Related links 
Entrepreneurs—This booklet from the Dallas Fed Everyday Economics Series explores this factor of 
production. 

NPR Planet Money: “Lean Startup” Advice: Think Big, Start Small—This podcast explores new ideas for 
start-ups. 

NPR Planet Money: Entrepreneurship Lessons for the Academic-Minded—Learn about an 
entrepreneurial boot camp by listening to this podcast 

http://www.dallasfed.org/educate/everyday/entrepreneurs.html�
http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=140857121&m=140868053http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=140857121&m=140868053�
http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=141702806&m=141880279�

