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Center for Housing Policy 
 

Research division of the National 

Housing Conference (NHC) 
 

Works to find effective, common 

ground solutions to our nation’s 

pressing housing challenges. 
 

Focuses on local and state 

housing solutions. 
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Source: Wall Street Journal, August 10, 2014. Based on 

data from Reis (monthly rental) and Zillow (metro areas 

ratio)  
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What Inclusionary Housing Is 

• A policy or zoning ordinance – tied to a 

comprehensive plan – that conditions land 

use approvals on developers including a 

share of below-market-rate apartments or 

condos in new development (usually 10-20%) 

 



What Inclusionary Housing Is 
(cont.) 

• Land use regulation for addressing housing 

needs of workers/families earning 60-100% 

of median income (sometimes lower). 

• Tool without peer in improving location of 

affordable housing 

 

 



What Inclusionary Housing Is Not 

• Solution to all your housing problems 
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Other Recent Reports 

 Achieving Lasting Affordability through 

Inclusionary Housing (w/ National CLT 

Network/ Lincoln Institute of Land Policy) 
 

 After the Downturn: New Challenges and 

Opportunities for Inclusionary Housing 

 

http://www.nhc.org/publications/index.html 
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Source: Hickey, Sturtevant and Thaden, Achieving Lasting Affordability through 

Inclusionary Housing, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 2014. 

Growing National Interest 



Why Interest is Growing 

• Reserves space as jurisdictions get built out 

• Improves location choices for low-income hhs 

• Helps locate workforce housing near jobs 

• Bulwark against neighborhood displacement 

• Helps those who don’t qualify for fed. assistance 

• Highly flexible land use regulatory tool 

 



7 Lessons 

1. It doesn’t kill the market (if designed well) 

2. Mandatory has the best track record (strong 

incentives needed for voluntary to work) 

3. Apply it broadly  

4. Make it predictable 

5. Make it flexible 

6. Make it win-win (provide cost offsets) 

7. Make it long-term 



IZ Program Affordability Durations 

Nationwide 

Source: Hickey, Sturtevant and Thaden, Achieving Lasting Affordability through 

Inclusionary Housing, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 2014. 
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